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Climate Change 

The Environmental Protection Agency sent a final rule to the White House Office of 
Management and Budget April 24 that is expected to include an exemption from federal 
hazardous waste regulations for carbon dioxide captured from industrial. .. 
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Drilling 

Members of the House Science, Space, and Technology Committee pressed federal 
agency officials April 26 for more details about a coordinated federal research effort on 
hydraulic fracturing .... 

Energy 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit on April 26 concluded that 
it does not have authority to consider a lawsuit brought by industry petitioners 
challenging the Securities and Exchange Commission's resource ... 

Energy 

RALEIGH, N.C.-The Tennessee Valley Authority has violated the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by failing to adequately consider alternatives to 
retrofitting its coal-fired Gallatin Power Plant, environmental groups ... 

Energy 

NEW YORK-A study evaluating the feasibility of geothermal energy development in 
New York City will be undertaken by the Office of Long-Term Planning and 
Sustainability under City Council legislation signed April 23 by Mayor Michael... 

Regulatory Policy 
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A federal appeals court has told federal agencies that the government cannot use 
negotiations with selected litigants to avoid procedural requirements for revamping 
regulations (Conservation Northwest v. Sherman, 9th Cir., No. 11-35729, ... 

Regulatory Policy 

Howard Shelanski, a Federal Trade Commission economist, was nominated April 25 to 
become the next head of the White House Office of Management and Budget's Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs .... 

Transportation 

Two environmental impact statements and five environmental assessments have been 
initiated for highway projects since the effective date of a transportation law enacted in 
July 2012, the Federal Highway Administration said in a report ... 
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A coalition of environmentalists and civil rights groups are criticizing EPA's bid to stop 
allowing recipients of federal funding to cite compliance with federal air standards as a 
defense against Civil Rights Act Title VI discrimination claims, saying that while they 
back ending the defense it does not go far enough in ensuring rights law compliance. 

Senate environment committee Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-CA), one of the 
environmental community's staunchest allies on Capitol Hill, is facing rare criticism from 
activists over her support for reforms to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
included in pending water resources legislation she crafted with her GOP counterpart. 

EPA has delayed its proposed public health goal for perchlorate in drinking water, due 
last February, in order to consult with a Food & Drug Administration (FDA) scientist who 
recently published a model very similar to what agency science advisors suggested 
officials use to calculate its goal and eventual regulation for the rocket fuel ingredient. 

Latest Biogs 
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EPA has released for public comment its revised draft assessment of the potential water 
quality impacts of planned hard-rock mining in Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed, ... 

EPA has sent for White House review a notice of data availability (NODA) to seek 
comment on new information it received from utilities on how ... 

OIL AND GAS: 

Court rebuffs industry challenge to SEC 
reporting rule 

Jeremy P. Jacobs, E&E reporter 

Published: Friday, April 26, 2013 
http:! /ads. eenews. net/b/ident. gif?b= 105&r=npbcpbbfsf&a=51352&p=2 

EPAPAV0132822 



This story was updated at 2:16 p.m. EDT. 

Federal judges today turned away a petroleum industry challenge to a major Securities 
and Exchange Commission rule requiring companies to disclose payments to domestic 
and foreign governments. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit ruled unanimously that it 
lacks jurisdiction to hear the case from the American Petroleum Institute, the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and other industry groups. 

They must first proceed to district court, Judge David Tatel wrote. 

"We begin and end with jurisdiction," wrote Tatel, who was appointed to the court by 
President Clinton. 

The 2010 Dodd-Frank Wall Street reform law contained a provision to address the so
called resource curse, under which oil, gas and mineral development can have a 
devastating effect on impoverished communities in foreign countries. 

Seeking to shine a light on the problem, the law instructed the SEC to promulgate 
disclosure requirements. Last year, the agency finalized a rule mandating that extraction 
companies annually report any payment to a foreign government or the U.S. 
government "made to further the commercial development of oil, natural gas, or 
minerals." 

Regulators estimated the rule would cost industry $1 billion initially, and $200 million to 
$400 million for ongoing upkeep. 

The law was lambasted by industry, which quickly filed suit. It challenged the rule on 
First Amendment grounds, arguing that it compels companies to engage in speech that 
could influence politics in foreign countries. They also questioned the SEC's cost-benefit 
analysis. 

Tatel and his colleagues -- Judge Janice Rogers Brown and Senior Judge David 
Sentelle, both Republican appointees -- never got to those issues, however. 

They noted that the industry groups have also filed a lawsuit in district court, "out of an 
abundance of caution," according to court documents. 

"Their caution proved prescient," Tatel wrote. 

That case was put on hold until the D.C. Circuit case was decided. 

Oxfam America, which intervened in defense of the rule, applauded the ruling. 
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"The court's decision to dismiss the case on jurisdictional grounds is a huge victory for 
transparency supporters, investors and citizens in resource-rich countries," said Ian 
Gary, senior policy manager of Oxfam America's oil, gas and mining program. "We have 
confidence that justice will prevail and the lower court will rule in our favor." 

Oxfam counsel Jonathan Kaufman added: "We're prepared to defend the transparency 
rules in the district court, where this case belongs." 

The SEC rule has also sparked debate on Capitol Hill. South Carolina Republican Rep. 
Jeff Duncan's legislation to codify an offshore drilling agreement between 
the United States and Mexico contains an exemption to the SEC rule for companies 
working under the transboundary agreement. Democrats have stiffly criticized the 
provision April 26). 

API spokesman Brian Straessle emphasized that his group's legal efforts will continue. 

"The court's decision today is not a ruling in any way on the merits of APl's challenge to 
the rule," he said in an email. "We will continue to explore every avenue as our 
challenge moves forward in the District Court for the District of Columbia." 

Reporter Manuel Quinones contributed. 

BRISTOL BAY: 

Large mine would hurt salmon -- EPA 

Manuel Quinones, E&E reporter 

Published: Friday, April 26, 2013 
http://ads.eenews.net/b/ident. gif?b= 122&r=49v5f9xtew&a=51352&p=4 

A large-scale mine in southwest Alaska would have negative effects on valuable salmon 
populations, U.S. EPA said today when releasing its revised draft watershed 
assessment of potential mining in the Bristol Bay region. 
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Concern over the potential Pebble LP gold and copper mine prompted the agency to 
conduct the watershed assessment, much to the chagrin of developers and the wider 
mining industry. 

The revised and expanded document, which contains three volumes, analyzed various 
mining scenarios. It says a large operation could result in the loss of more than 20 miles 
of stream and more than 1,000 acres of wetland, hurting salmon populations 
downstream. 

"Indirect effects of stream and wetland losses would include reductions in the quality of 
downstream habitat for coho salmon, sockeye salmon, Chinook salmon, rainbow trout, 
and Dolly Varden," the agency's report said. 

"These indirect effects cannot be quantified but likely would diminish fish production 
downstream of the mine site," it added, noting that the Bristol Bay area is home to the 
largest sockeye salmon fishery in the world. 
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EnergyWire TODA Y'S EDITION: 
Monday, April 29, 2013 -- 08:08 AM 
Read full edition 

From where State College, Pa., sits -- in the crook of the Marcellus Shale's elbow -- it's 
impossible to avoid the economic ripples of natural gas drilling. But that hasn't stopped 
the town's mayor from coming out against fossil fuels. Last week, Mayor Elizabeth 
Goreham joined mayors and city councils from nine other cities to call for fossil fuel 
divestment: withdrawing, or withholding, any public investment in the top 200 companies 
that produce coal, oil or natural gas. =:...::.::::.~~~ 
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